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of which money, with the exception of payments for wool bought in the 

nglish market, is expended in Wales. 

The weavers work by the piece or yard, and the prices vary according 
to the quality of the flannel they are expected to produce ; the price per 
yard consequently varies from 6d. to Is. 4d., giving an average of about 
lOd. a-yard. A very skilful weaver may earn, by a piece of extremely 
fine work, as much as 11. per week, but the average earnings are about 
10s. per week. 

The hours in the factory are twelve hours per diem in the winter, and 
fourteen in the summer, exclusive of two hours for meals. 

The weaver's prices never vary. The manufacturers, by a long- 
established rule, all pay the same rate ; consequently, the weaver may 
suffer by diminution of work, but not by deterioration of his wages. 

The manufacturers seldom turn off their hands; and if any are out 
of work, it is generally owing to their own negligence or bad conduct. 

Many failures of manufacturers have recently occurred at Newtown, 
but, nevertheless, I believe few, if any, weavers are out of work, having 
found employment in other factories. 

The reason of these failures may be in some measure attributed to the 
Joint-Stock Banks, which have lent money and are now calling it in. 
Many speculating persons borrowed money, and having invested it in 
trade are obliged to sell their stock to meet the demands of the banks, 
and bankruptcy is the result. 

The effect of this for a time is hurtful to the capitalist, inasmuch as 
the small manufacturer is obliged to force his sales at any sacrifice, and 
the more wealthy man is obliged to sell at the other's losing price, or to 
withhold his stock. 

The weavers work in factories at looms provided free of expense ; a 
deduction of about Is. 6d. a-week is made for bobbins and candles, 
leaving 8s. 6d. nett to the weaver. Their wives and children are 
moreover employed in the other processes through which the wool has 
to pass, such has stubbing, &c. 

House-rent is about 51. or 64. a-year. 

Such is the state of the weaver with regard to wages and labour in 
Wales. His prices are fixed ; he is personally known to the capitalist, 
and is respected or rejected according to his merit. He has an induce- 
ment to behave well, as well as to work well ; he finds it to be his in- 
terest, and finding that, he learns the value of character as well as of 
industry. 



SUICIDES. 

Suicides in Westminster from 1812 to 1836. Extract from Report of 
Medical Committee of the Statistical Society of London, April, 1837. 

The first statement to which the Committee will draw the attention of 
the Council is an account of the number of persons, male and female, 
who have committed suicide, and upon whom inquests have been held, 
within the City and Liberty of Westminster, in each month from January, 
1812, to December, 1836, procured from Mr. Higgs, the Deputy 
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Coroner of Westminster, with other statements which the Committee 
has prepared from it. 

The Committee deems it right to premise that caution must be used 
in drawing too general inferences from these statements, on account of 
the comparatively small number of cases to which they refer. The ave- 
rage annual number of suicides upon which inquests have been held in 
Westminster does not probably exceed one per cent, of the total number 
annually committed in Great Britain ; hence the number committed in 
Westminster during 25 years, amounting to 656, is only about 25 per 
cent, of the whole number annually committed in Great Britain. 

For some conclusions, however, they afford sufficient data, and these 
the Committee will proceed to notice. 

It appears from the following Abstract, No. 1, that suicides in West- 
minster are most prevalent in the three months of June, July, and 
March, but that the excess is on the part of the males, as the greatest 
number of female suicides was in January, September, and November. 
September, August, and October exhibit the smallest number of male 
and of total suicides; but February, March and April, the smallest 
number among females. 

No. 1. 

A Statement of the Total Number of Suicides, of each Sex, committed in 
Westminster, in each Month during the 25 Years from 1812/0 1836; 
also the per centage Proportion of the whole Number committed in each 
Month ; and the Proportion which the Number of each Sex bears to 
the other. 



Months. 


Total Number of Suicides, 

from 

1812 to 1816. 


Per Centage 

Proportion Committed in 

each Month* 


Per Centage 

Proportion of Male 

to Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


January . 
February . 
March . 
April . . 
May . . 
June . . 
July . . 
August . 
September . 
October 
November . 
December . 

Total . 


33 

39 
52 
40 
41 
60 
50 
30 
30 
28 
32 
41 


20 
12 
11 
11 
15 
15 
16 
15 
18 
15 
17 
13 


55 
51 
63 
51 
56 
75 
66 
45 
48 
43 
49 
54 


7-3 

8-2 

10-9 

8-4 

8-5 

12-6 

10 5 

6-3 

6-3 

5-9 

6-7 

8*5 


11-2 
6-8 
6-2 
6-2 
8-4 
8-4 
9-0 
8-4 

10-1 
8-4 
9-6 
7-3 


8'4 
7-8 
9-6 
7-8 
8-5 
11-4 
10-1 
6-9 
7-4 
6-5 
7-4 
8-2 


64- 
77- 
83- 
79- 
73- 
80- 
76- 
67- 
62- 
65- 
65- 
76- 


36- 
23- 

17' 
21- 
27- 
20' 
24- 
33- 
38- 
35- 
35- 
24. 


478 


178 


656 


100- 


100- 


100- 


73- 


27- 



The last two columns in the above account shew more precisely the 
proportion of female to male suicides in each month. 

The following statement shews the number of times, during the 25 
years, that no suicide was committed during each month: — 
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February 
Jaiiu: 
March 
June 



Not once. 



ary .] 

:h . . >Once. 
• -J 



July. . . Twice. 

May . . 1 

August . >Three tim<:s. 

December; 



April . 
October 



Four times. 



§&5H*"«— 



From No. 2, it appears that the average annual number of suicides 
in Westminster has been increasing in each quinquennial period ; but 
No. 3 shews that it has actually decreased with reference to the in- 
crease which has taken place in the population. 

No. 2. 

A Statement of the Average Annual Number of Suicides, Male and Female, 
in each Quinquennial Period ; also the Proportion per cent, which the 
two Sexes bore to each other in each period. 



Periods of Years. 


Average Annual Number. 


Proportion of each 
Sex. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


Male. 


Female. 


1812 to 1816 
1817 „ 1821 
1822 „ 1828 
1827 „ 1831 
1832 „ 1836 

Awrage of Total 


18-2 
15-0 
16-4 
22-0 
24-0 


7-6 
5-2 
7-4 
7-8 
7-6 


25-8 
20-2 
23-8 
29-8 
31-6 


70- 
74- 
69- 
78- 
76- 


30- 
26- 
31- 
22- 
24- 


19-1 


7-1 


26-2 


73- 


27- 



No. 3. 

A Statement of the Population of the City and Liberty of Westminster 
according to each Census, and the Proportion which the Number of 
Suicides in the Quinquennial Period immediately following each Census 
bore to the Population. 



Dates 

of 
Census. 


Population. 


SUICIDES. 


Proportion 

of 

Suicides 

to the 

Population. 


Quinqucnt.ial 
Periods. 


Average 
Annual 

Number. 


1811 
1821 
1831 

Average 


160,801 
181,444 
201,604 


1812 to 1816 
1822 „ 1826 
1832 „ 1836 


25-8 
23-8 

31-6 


One in 

6,232 
7,623 
6,379 


181,283 


•• 


27-06 


6,700 



It must, however, be taken into consideration, that suicides committed 
in Westminster may not belong to the population of the district, for that 
the proximity of the river and other causes existing in Westminster 
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may attract persons residing in other parts of the town. Hence, an in- 
crease or decrease of facilities for committing suicide in the surrounding 
districts, such as the formation of a canal, &c, 'will naturally affect the 
number of such deaths in Westminster*. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATISTICAL SOCIETY OF SAXONY. 

Dresden, December 22, 1837. 
Translated from the German, by W. R. Devkrelt., Esq., Assistant Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Directory of the Statistical Society of Saxony, held 
on the 21st of December, the President reported the result of the 
Society's labours during the past year — the seventh since the com- 
mencement of its operations. 

The Report commenced by noticing the difficulties and obstacles 
with which the Society had to contend in executing the various tasks it 
had undertaken, and by acknowledging that, " The Statistical Manual" 
(Staatshandbuch), published by the Society at the termination of last 
year, was, in several respects, incomplete. At the same time, in 
extenuation of these deficiencies, were alleged the novelty of the 
undertaking, and a consequently imperfect supply of information in 
some particulars, which, it was hoped, would be more fully elicited in 
process of time and by additional experience. 

The Report then presented, in the following order, a detailed account 
of the Society's proceedings. The Directory of the Society collects, ar- 
ranges, and enters in journals, registers, and other books for this pur- 
pose, all accurate information which is of such a nature as to be service- 
able to the purposes of the State. The facts are afterwards methodically 
transferred to separate ledgers, each appropriated to an especial subject ; 
and those of peculiar importance, which present information directly 
useful to the public service, are extracted and laid before the Ministers 
of the Government ; while such as offer a more general utility receive 
publicity in the pages of periodicals. 

To the most interesting classes of facts belong, undoubtedly, the Ge- 
neral Surveys of the Church Registry, which present annual accounts, in a 
systematic form, of every parish, with market-tables exhibiting the quan- 
tities and prices of food, and the government taxes levied thereon. In order 
to exhibit at one view, and thus to afford an easy means of comparing, 
these several accounts of each market-town, registers have been already 
introduced, in which each place has its own compartment, where the 
requisite entries of the different fluctuations are made. By this arrange- 
ment is furnished a current statistical chronicle of present facts in each 
place. 

Education, in all its departments, from the highest Academies to the 

* This is confirmed by the fact, that within the jurisdiction of the Metropolitan 
Police, the two districts in which the greatest number of suicides were committed 
ur attempted in 1S36 and 1837 were those of the Regent's Park and Stepney, through 
both of which the Regent's Canal runs. This circumstance tends to shew that 
drowning is the mode of suicide most frequently resorted to in London, and that 
a canal offers greater facilities for that purpose than the river. — Ed. 



